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Leicester
City Council

LICENSING (HEARINGS) SUB-COMMITTEE

DATE: TUESDAY, 26 JANUARY 2021
TIME: 10:00 am
PLACE: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Members of the Sub-Committee

Councillors Fonseca, Gee and Pickering

Members of the Sub-Committee are summoned to attend the above
meeting to consider the items of business listed overleaf.

for Monitoring Officer

Officer contact: Angie Smith
Democratic Support, Leicester City Council
City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester, LE1 1FZ
Tel: 0116 454 6354
email: angie.smith@Ieicester.gov.uk



mailto:angie.smith@leicester.gov.uk

Information for members of the public

PLEASE NOTE that any member of the press and public may listen in to proceedings
at this ‘virtual’ meeting via a weblink which will be publicised on the Council website at
least 24hrs before the meeting. Members of the press and public may tweet, blog etc.
during the live broadcast as they would be able to during a regular Committee meeting
at City Hall / Town Hall. It is important, however, that Councillors can discuss and take
decisions without disruption, so the only participants in this virtual meeting will be the
Councillors concerned, the officers advising the Committee and any objectors and
applicants relevant to the applications to be considered.

Attending meetings and access to information

You have the right to attend formal meetings such as full Council, committee meetings &
Scrutiny Commissions and see copies of agendas and minutes. On occasion however,
meetings may, for reasons set out in law, need to consider some items in private.

Dates of meetings and copies of public agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s
website at www.cabinet.leicester.qov.uk, from the Council’'s Customer Service Centre or by
contacting us using the details below.

Making meetings accessible to all

Braille/audio tape/translation - If you require this please contact the Democratic Support Officer
(production times will depend upon equipment/facility availability).

Further information

If you have any queries about any of the above or the business to be discussed, please contact
Angie Smith, Democratic Support on (0116) 454 6354 or email
angie.smith@leicester.gov.uk.

For Press Enquiries - please phone the Communications Unit on 0116 454 4151


http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/
mailto:angie.smith@leicester.gov.uk

PUBLIC SESSION

AGENDA

LIVE STREAM OF MEETING

The live stream of the reconvened meeting can be viewed at the following link:
https://tinyurl.com/y2euwovv

1.

2.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members are asked to declare any interests they may have in the business to
be discussed.

APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE: APPENDIX A
FAIRFAX STORE, 46 FAIRFAX ROAD, LEICESTER,
LE4 9EH

The Director of Neighbourhood and Environmental Services submits a report
on an application for a new premises licence for Fairfax Store, 46 Fairfax Road,
Leicester, LE4 9EH.

Report attached. A copy of the associated documentation is attached for
Members only. Further copies are available on the Council’s website at
www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk

(Wards Affected: Troon)

ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS


https://tinyurl.com/y2euwovv
http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/
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Leicester
City Council

FORWARD TIMETABLE OF CONSULTATION AND MEETINGS:
Hearing under the Licensing Act 2003 Tuesday, 26™ January

Application for a new premises licence
Fairfax Store, 46 Fairfax Road, Leicester, LE4 9EH

Report of the Director of Neighbourhood and Environmental Services

1.

1.1

2.1.

3.1

Purpose of Report

This report provides information for Members about an application made under the
Licensing Act 2003, to assist them in determining the outcome of that application.

Determination to be made

Having considered the application and representation(s), Members must consider whether
to

o Grant the licence without modification
. Grant the licence subject to conditions
. Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities
o Refuse to accept the proposed premises supervisor
o Reject the application]
Summary

This report outlines an application for a new premises licence for Fairfax Store, 46 Fairfax
Road, Leicester, LE4 9EH and summarises the representations received. It also highlights
the licensing objectives, the relevant parts of the guidance and regulations, and the
pertinent sections of the Licensing Authority’s Licensing Policy.
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5. Application
An application was received on 6™ December 2020 from Mr Bharat Khunti for a new

5.1
premises licence for Fairfax Store, 46 Fairfax Road, Leicester, LE4 9EH. A copy of the

application is attached at Appendix A.



5.2

6

6.2

6.3

7.1

7.2

The application is as follows:

Licensable activity Current Hours Proposed Hours

Supply of Alcohol (Off Monday to Sunday 06:00 — 23.00
Sales)

Opening hours Monday to Sunday 06:00 — 23:00

Steps to Promote the Licensing Objectives

The steps the applicant proposes to take to promote the licensing objectives are set out in
the operating schedule (see section M of Appendix A).

In arriving at its decision on the application, the Licensing Authority’s primary consideration
must be the promotion of the licensing objectives.

Representations

Five representations were received between 26" December 2020 and 3™ January 2021
from local residents. The representations relate to all four licensing objectives. The
residents are concerned that the grant of this application will have an adverse impact on
the quality of their lives. The area is for quiet residential homes and people and families
with young children, and having this shop open until late in the evening seven days a week
will create issues in respect of crime and disorder , e.g. groups congregating outside the
shop, which might lead to late night noise disruption and alcohol- related anti-social
behaviour. Granting this application could also lead to an increase in youth crime, due to
the proposed trading hours (young people could hang around after school and through to
the late night and that might lead to problems such as underage drinking and disruption to
the community). The junction where the premises is located is also the scene for regular
road traffic accidents. It also means it will be difficult for local residents to find a parking
space (and this is the area where parking space is already hard to find — currently, parking
is often dense in the vicinity of the Fairfax Road/Edgehill Road junction. Many nearby
houses lack drives or garages, so vehicles are parked on the road or pavement). Also, the
residents state there is already a licensed premises shop selling alcohol in close proximity,
which closes at a reasonable time and causes no problem, so they do not wish another
place where alcohol will be sold, especially at late hours.

Copies of the representations are attached at Appendix B1-B5.

8 Conditions

10.1

9

111

The conditions that are consistent with the operating schedule and the representation are
attached at Appendix C.

Statutory Guidance

Any decision made by the Licensing Authority must be in accordance with the licensing

objectives. In addition, the government has issued guidance under section 182 of the

3



Licensing Act 2003. The parts of the guidance that are particularly relevant in this case are as

follows:

Section Heading

1.2-15 Licensing objectives and aims

1.15-1.16 General Principles

1.17 Each application on its own merits

21-26 Crime & Disorder

2.7—-2.14 Public Safety

2.15-2.21 Public nuisance

2.22-2.31 Protection of children from harm

8.41-8.49 Steps to promote the licensing objectives

9.11-9.12 Role of responsible authorities

9.13-9.19 Licensing Authorities acting as responsible authorities

9.20-9.24 Health bodies acting as responsible authorities

9.31-941 Hearings

9.42-9.44 Determining actions that are appropriate for the promotion of the
licensing objectives

10.1-10.3 Conditions - general

10.8-10.9 Imposed conditions

10.10 Proportionality

10.13 - 10.15 Hours of trading

10.25 - 10.66 Mandatory conditions in relation to the supply of alcohol

13.10-13.11 Giving reasons for decisions

14,51 — 14.52 Licensing Hours

12 Statement of Licensing Policy

12.1 The relevant parts of the Licensing Authority’s Statement of Licensing Policy are as

follows:
Section Heading
2 Fundamental Principles
5 Licensing Hours
7 Prevention of Crime and Disorder
8 Public Safety
9 Prevention of Public Nuisance
10 Protection of Children from Harm
12 Duplication
13 Standardised conditions

13. Points for Clarification

13.1 The applicant and the parties making the representation have been asked to clarify certain
points at the hearing, as follows:
By the applicant
1. Whether the applicant considers that the concerns outlined in the representations are
valid, and if not why not?



2. In the light of the representations made, does the applicant wish to propose any
additional steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives?

By the parties making the representation

1. Whether they have any additional information to support the representation they have
made?

2. Whether there are any additional steps that could be taken which would be equally
effective in the promotion of the licensing objectives?

Other Implications

OTHER IMPLICATIONS | YES/ | e ormation
Equal Opportunities No
Policy No
Sustainable and Environmental No
Crime and Disorder Yes
Human Rights Act No
Elderly/People on Low Income No
Corporate Parenting No
Health Inequalities Impact No

Background Papers — Local Government Act 1972
a. None.
Consultations

a. As this application was received electronically, the Licensing Authority was required
to consult with the relevant responsible authorities as set out in the Licensing Act
2003.

Report Author

Valentina Cenic

Licensing Officer

0116 454 3081
Valentina.cenic@Ieicester.gov.uk

APPENDIX CONTENT
A Application
B Representation
C Conditions consistent with application and representation
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www.leicester.gov.uk/licensing

25



26



27


http:Ro.fn.11
http:11,r-d1.11

28


http:l:c~,wt,�adm1r,publr;h1ng.<ff'lt<~.go�.ul

29



Name of Applicant: Bharat Khunti
Address of Premises: 46 Fairfax Road, Leicester, LE4 9EH

| write further to the above matter and confirm |, RGcGcIINEGEEEEEEEEEEEE
I 110 rise the folvir

objections in relation to the premises licence above:

2. Mr Khunti proposes to open a new off-licence

3.
_object to the licence being granted as the new application will create

issues in respect of crime and disorder.

is likely to be the case it the
icence is granted to the above applicant due to the proposed trading days and hours.

4. The applicant’s application may also potentially lead to an increase in youth crime which will
become an on-going problem in the area. Due to the trading hours proposed, the premises
could become a spot for youths to hang around after school and through to the late night.
The area has many settled residents, and this would simply cause a nuisance and is not in
the public interest.

5. Also, for prevention of public safety and public nuisance the above application is likely to
substantially reduce the good order of the area.

6. The hours of operation proposed by the applicant will result in noise emanating from his
premises, vibrations, lighting, and litter which will again unnecessarily cause public
nuisance.

7.1 also object on the basis that the opening of such premises may result in harm being caused
to youths in the area. It is more than likely that the proposed applicant will encourage
children to be on the premises till late evening potentially at risk of harm because activities
are being carried out at the premises which may cause harm to children under the age of
18 such as the sale of alcohol. This will subsequently lead to underage drinking, disruption
to the community and residents generally, with the increased problem of alcohol misuse in
youths.

| have set out my objections in line with public interest_n the matter and note
that granting such licence will subsequently cause more issues for the community as well as
other businesses in the area. There is a harmony amongst the community in the area and the
addition of another premises selling alcohol could jeopardise the peace the residents currently
enjoy.

Accordingly, | should be grateful if you would be kind enough to consider the objections in
respect of the applicant’s application and revert to me in respect of your decision.

30
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application is granted we feel it will cause nothing but trouble for the local residents including
parking problems littering and an increased fear of crime not to mention the noise!! We urge you to
reject the new premises proposed alcohol licence.

Please give further details of WHY you believe this application will have an adverse effect
on the licensing objectives : The hours are far too long 6am until 11pm 7 days a week it is not
necessary . The residents have virtually no off road parking and to have a continual stream of cars
coming and going all day and night would cause chaos. Please re-consider this application.

Are there any changes that could be made to the application that would reduce or remove
your concerns?: Yes

Please explain what changes you think would help:Not operating after 8pm and the refusal of
the alcohol licence as a residential area does not need 2 off licences opposite each other.

If appropriate, would you be willing to take part in mediation to try to reach an agreed
outcome?: Yes

33
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Please give further details of WHY you believe this application will have an adverse effect
on the licensing objectives : There a several reasons to why trading hours of alcohol on a nice
quite street should not be given for especially for that many hours. There is already an existing
shop (I ich a/ready has group's hanging around, dumping rubbish and
making noise. You can hear cans of beer rolling around at night. Imagine having a window open.
Its so disturbing. Makes the street look so messy. | can imagine this situation getting a lot worse if
licensing was granted. | feel crime would increase, leaving household members on edge every time
there is noise, young kids shouting, talking loudly especially at night. Feeling safe in your own
home would be taken away.

Are there any changes that could be made to the application that would reduce or remove
your concerns?: Yes

Please explain what changes you think would help:Having no alcohol license.

If appropriate, would you be willing to take part in mediation to try to reach an agreed
outcome?: Yes
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harm, with a mortality and hospital admission rate far higher than the national average. (Leicester
City Council) So it is highly likely that there are children in our locality who are harmed by alcohol
use in their home. In order to decrease the harmful use of alcohol, the World Health Organisation
recommends reducing the number of retail outlets that sell alcohol: "Enact and enforce restrictions
on the physical availability of retailed alcohal (via reduced density of retail outlets and reduced
hours of sale)." World Health Organisation’s “best buy” recommendation. See WHO Management
of Substance Abuse, Strengthen restrictions on alcohol availability.

In other words, an additional outlet selling alcohol would do additional harm to parents, and so to
their children.

Children are also likely to linger in groups near the shop, and so be exposed to the danger of road
traffic accidents (as outlined under “Public Safety” below).

Public Safety
46 Fairfax Road is situated on the north corner of the junction between Fairfax Road and Edgehill
Road, in a residential area. Fairfax Road, now a route to the busy Victoria Road East, is often quite
busy; Edgehill Road is sometimes also quite busy.
There are regular road traffic accidents at this junction, the most recent of which occurred in
December, 2020. One collision, 30 years ago, resulted in the death of a pedesttian, a neighbour
who had two young children, who was fatally injured outside 46 Fairfax Road. ||| GcTcNGNGG
it was a traumatic time for
everyone in the area. Since then, traffic calming measures have been implemented; however,
these have been offset by Fairfax Road becoming busier (it is now used as a feeder road for the
very busy extension of Victoria Road East).
The reason why this junction has more accidents than others in the area is unclear, but may be
partly because the Fairfax Road/Edgehill Road junction has been changed to give priority to
Edgehill Road traffic, in contrast to the adjacent Fairfax Road/Marston Road junction, which
prioritises Fairfax Road traffic. This may confuse drivers and create a higher potential for accidents
at the Fairfax Road/Edgehill Road junction. Poor visibility for drivers because of parked vehicles
and vehicles pulling in/out to park near the junction increases this potential.
Currently parking is often dense in the vicinity of the Fairfax Road/Edgehill Road junction. Many
nearby houses lack drives or garages, so vehicles are parked on the road or pavement.

cars briefly while making purchases. Parked vehicles and vehicles pulling in/out may well be

contributing to the collisions at the junction.

A new shop, especially one with the interest and attraction of alcohol sales, is likely to increase the
density of parked vehicles and vehicles pulling in/out; it would thus increase the risk of road traffic
accidents. It would also result in pedestrians lingering around the shop entrance, in danger from
potential collisions.

I - i = nuch safer position — as far as | know, no collisions have been
propelled towards that corner of the junction. Because Edgehill Road is one way from roughly
south-west to north-east, collisions end up on the north-eastern side of the crossroads, where 46
Fairfax Road is situated.

Are there any changes that could be made to the application that would reduce or remove
your concerns?: No
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APPENDIX C

CONDITIONS

CONDITIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE OPERATING SCHEDULE

The premises will be run as a family business, an independent convenience
grocery store.

The Licence Holder will make sure CCTV will be retained for a minimum of 28
days and made available within 24 hours of a request being made by a relevant
authority.

A member of staff, who is trained to operate CCTV system, will be present at all
the time, while the premises is open to public.

The Licence Holder will ensure that all staff training is refreshed every 12 months,
and a written training log will remain on the premises and be produced to the
relevant authorities upon a request being made.

A refusal and incident book will be kept on the premises and will be updated
accordingly and produced to the relevant authorities upon a request being made.

The Licence Holder will make sure the store is kept clean and clear of obstruction
for customers.

The Licence Holder will make sure no dustbins are emptied before the shop
opens or after it closes.

Only accredited 'proof of age' cards and/or passports or photo driving licences will
be accepted.

"Challenge 21" posters will be displayed.

The Licence Holder will ensure all staff are trained in safeguarding issues.
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